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[ Abstract ]

In this article the author, who has been involved in digitizing rare books, outlines what
rare books are, based on the knowledge he has acquired through his activities. First,
the definition of a rare book is taken from a library & information science glossary and
supplemented. Referring to the example of Japan's National Diet Library, the criteria for
designating books as rare are discussed, as is the handling of rare books in libraries. The
second half of the article provides a brief explanation of Japanese old printed books and
Western old printed books, including incunabula. Finally, the materials and formats of
rare books - including the bindings typical of Japanese old books and the types of spine
found in Western old books - are covered in the last part.
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HAHEVMMNEEENE S WS, BERMWMESHRDEZE 2% ETERDEE
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L (SR ERRM L CLEREREDT2E0D) THENTWS, BARA VFa
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NI TH 2 DODNDFRFEMTDONT VWS, T, MZENLTHS &, MESICHWLN
728 () ICE->TTES, MBI ESH EOH) NELNS, BEOHIF., HROKE
7ofR (BHER.chain line) &.ZNEHEAT 2 K D& (FiR.wire line) N"57&->THED,
B UBRRD L S N A NER, SO E 2BIERT 5 2 &k, T TOEL NG HTE 2 H#E
ET BIHORIFICENITENTVS 'Y,

HHEOKD DEE T, FETEDOEZE DI Z1IEbN3 &0, ThbbEEGHE
ELT, BE<HOBNTWEOWERKTH 5, FRAITDE TIEHIRADEL . FHEE
OEBEHFICEZEDL L TERINE, IFMERZILBIFLEALRVWESS, Z8 %
LEWIORE (B ZEME L, MELIZ0HI-7D LTESNEEDTH DT, fEY)
MDFERZE-> TN TESBNS Tt LIFEBDEDEN, HIRLERNE, Ho
ELIRNMABVD ST B L, TH DA THEES L T20E5% T 5, FA4RILERE,
FLNORZEMETEEDEHEH, ILRITIETERD SIES N2, FRICREDOEE
MR Z FEMEMEAT NS, o, FENBIELNIRBDFERMZ/S—F A2 |k
(parchment), {FFEEDNBIESNIZEDZET 2T L (vellum) EFERZ EEZL, LAL
KT RIZEDSZNSZHHTZDORMHTIEZL . Bt H5 L5 THB 7,

FRAMUITEADIZDOME e LTRIRL GEIOARHD R EDFDIfibnTns &
L2 RPEMOSZMEDTIC, 1| MOFERMZM->TE, &, BIIHTF TOERMEMDME
BNTWVWEAE DD, £le, A VF a2+ 775 EHOEROARDILMEE LT, &I
BADAHIEL L THEDN TV, XFOEDNIEREDEAH SN TS D% R
T35 8D R0,

G—T NN TEBEO—HRE, DA > F 2 F 7 T ORIIEERRICHRI N8
DEHBM, TS5 LIBNIIEFEICAIR IERATRIfOE K & & &1, KDLl TRED
TE, WOEAEZ TIHERAR & DS RO, FRRICb > TAffibha X5
BoTWoDOTH5,

6.3. —HbLDGE
Jelckas T Ule TERZMEEXEHEESTEEE] Oho 4.1 FonTna ki,
MEEE T FADE AL VS TEADIEZ LTI OLSNCE . ITTIES NBRNEE
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HELTHDODhEZehd s, BigotiXE e, —KRORIKD I EE D 2 WOITHIRE
Ni=BEHZ. —RED, HE0EZ. —fHED (Vo LED) EFEHENTWS, FEED—K
&L DX, 7a—KYA R (broadside) &PFEHENZ e H B, Tl —HMEDD, HE
DOFRHEZRNTIESNTZERIT, T IATIRESN T2 EDIE, TldH e iEn
%o 12Tz TEIRIED ERICEKEN DI ENTVWE T L8 H b, i MERZ 3BT,
18 (L), HHWVIE, 18 (LX) AHVBENS,

7.690

BEBFITO 20 FFEOMICHKERICEIRED LIRSz, Vo ThH, ZHFHKALD
OO TOT TR, AV 2 =%y F ETDOT L TH%, 1990 FFRDOFIIC,
ROBFHEM (TIXIVITATFV) ORBUCANT TS SN TcEMD T2 2L T,
PO IZ T A MBS 2 0 B EMEIC B AR EH D, WRE LT HER
MEEINTZ, LMLZNCE S TEHENBAERIE. — DA BDHATENK S REXRE
XAz, EFICHE I ENTEHEFXFEMOFBLIZESTZED LR, 1990 F
ROBYENSDT I ZINT —H1 4 TOEHEIC DN > TV o Tz,

2000 FERICA S &, HEHZIET 2 MNEHDOL  THEEROT V2t 1 > 2 —
v Ml U NNED SND K STk o7, ZTNLIANIMIEE TE MR SN
ENED LI BREDEZTH T, WETREIXIEREHEEOK TFZ, Web 75U H %
HAWTHENNDTE, EHICEEZLDHERITTRNTOR=IICDNT, RETENTE
5E9ICH->T05, EBAATNEENOKEHEICHR 72T & TR, TLAFKD
KEAE T & D EIC TbN T b, AN LIz AARDEEED TV 2 Ukic
XORENzc T, BER] ENB LWV FREEEL TV S,

Z5 LT VULDRDZ I, THEEY —h7) THEHFaAL 7 a2V KE
DHFRT, ZHEHEEDO Web I 1 IS T VR ATERTIZIVT—hAT L LTI
N, RHENTVWD, T =T NV I7HEEHLTE, E7 RV - E—HUXH
ffi (The Morgan Library & Museum) 7 ', 7\ T)L > JH 7 KIZEfE (Bayerische Staats
Bibliothek) 7 ', 22w b5 REZKEAT (National Library of Scotland) 7 ' 72 &
WMOTRHEINFEELICKSEHRL DD, AR THEZFOEZ EICDOWVTHEIRIC K B HIR
BT TOEVDIR, HABEGROFEIC L2 L CAEH M, XEOPO/NE LR T—
Bz BN KDE, AVE—%y N UTT Y ZIVT — AT ZRIHA L. 2HA
EEIZOEREMTEGEEEORD TATWIEEWEEZ TS TH S, ARTH-1
HEEZF—T— R LTA U Z—Fy MREZITV, WAWAREARFIR X D FE LUt
It % C & COHRBEFICOWTOHERRELZ E SICED TWIE T EZH> TV,
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