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A Study of Locational Pattern of High-Grade
Supermarkets in Tokyo Metropolitan Area

KAMMURA, Hiroaki

Abstract
In Japan, supermarkets play important roles in the daily life of people after WW II .. Su-
permarkets often pursuit low price and efficiency of mass distribution system. However,
economic status of Japanese people gradually changed, and retail business tried to adjust
their customers’ change. It is said that the high-grade supermarkets grow their business in
such a condition. Although the necessity of geographical research about the feature and
locational pattern of high-grade supermarkets has increased, there are few studies about
them. In this study, the locational pattern of high-grade supermarkets would be discussed,
by analyzing the store location of high-grade supermarkets in Tokyo metropolitan area.
The number of Japanese high-grade supermarkets is high in the major urban areas, es-
pecially in Tokyo Metropolitan area. In the area, high-grade supermarkets locate in cen-
tral Tokyo or near high-grade residential area. These areas are the original location of the
supermarkets. They were small retail shops or well-known importers who sell high-quali-
ty products, and they gradually developed their management model with their customers.
But, in recent years, high-grade supermarkets seek their business chances in other area
and cooperate with shopping malls or station building management companies. These
new store locations give chances and risks, and they developed small type of shops for
these locations.
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