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The Disaster Ancient Tumulus Restored at the
Beginning of the 18th Century:

A Case Study of Asabano No.1 Kofun at Sakado City, Saitama Prefecture

SAKURALI, Junya

Abstract

In this paper, I introduce Asabano No.l1 Kofun (Tsuchiya jinja Kofun) in Sakado city,
Saitama Prefecture which was built in the 7th century and the stone chamber was re-
stored at the beginning of the 18th century (Edo period). It has become clear that it was
restored by the masonry of Takato, Shinshu (Nagano Prefecture) in 1707, by the inscrip-
tion of a ceiling stone of the stone chamber. Although the example where the ancient tu-
mulus was restored in the past exists in our country, this is a very new example. One rea-
son is that the restoring age and masonry name have become clear, and another reason it
that the construction stone was reused for stone statue. Moreover, it is important also that
the damage of the stone chamber caused by the seismic hazard which had occurred fre-
quently those days became an opportunity of restoration. Thus, this is an interesting ex-
ample which can know the relation between ancient tumulus and people of the Edo peri-
od, and also the relation between archaeological site and natural disaster.
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