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Debussy Resonant with Fin-de-Siecle Paris

Debussy and the Cultural Climate of Paris in the Late Nineteenth Century

N T
KOBAYASHI Noriko

Looking at the cultural climate of Paris in the late nineteenth century, when
social modernization and rationalization and the alienation of human instinct were
increasingly progressing, for example, Pan, who lived in the Arcadia of ancient
Greece, veiled in a visionary dream or fascination, revived in several variants in lit-
erature and works of art.

This paper firstly aims to analyze Pan in the "Prelude to the Afternoon of a
Faun" by Debussy, also discussing Mallarmé, and Nijinsky. "Prelude to the
Afternoon of a Faun" is a work unfolding on the stage of the Arcadia. And we also
consider the innovative technique of Debussy's musical language.

On that basis, we, bringing into view the 'rural utopia' described by the poet
Vergil of ancient Rome and the world of non-rational matriarchal system, consider
such a cultural climate of Paris where a lot of innovative artworks were, beyond

the genre, produced in the fields of music, fine arts, literature, and performing arts.
Keyword : Debussy, Faun, Pan, Arcadia, Mallarmé, Nijinsky, Greek Myth,
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