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The Interchange Between Tokutomi Soho and Americans
SAWADA, Jiro

Tokutomi Soho(1863-1957) is one of the most popular journalists in modern Japan. During the
Pacific War, he insisted that the Japanese had to fight and destroy America with a firm conviction of
sure victory. Such a view had a great influence on the people; therefore, Soho is still well-known as
an anti-American opinion leader today. However, he had been rather pro-American in the first half of
his life. There remain quite a few letters between Soho and his American acquaintances. We can
know his other feelings about the U.S. through this correspondence.

This paper sets out to investigate the exchange between Soho and three Americans in the Meiji era:
Edwin L. Godkin, Charles E. Norton, and George Kennan. Although a large number of researchers
have studied Soho’s thoughts and actions, little is known about his contact with Americans.
Therefore, I would like to examine their friendships and consider their influence on Soho’s view of
America.

First, Edwin L. Godkin (1831-1902) was a magazine and newspaper writer.  As an editor-in-chief,
he founded the New York Nation in 1865. The Natioh, which discussed the political and economic
issues of the day, was supported by many intellectual readers, such as James Bryce and the young
Woodrow Wilson. In the New York Evening Post and its weekly edition, the Nation, Godkin insisted
on liberalism and anti-imperialism. Soho, who had subscribed to the Nation in his youth, had
accepted its ideas and later founded the magazine named Kokumin no tomo(The Nation's Friend).
Thinking back to his youth, he wrote Godkin a letter dated 1893, which is now stored at Harvard
University’s Houghton Library. This letter shows Sohé’s deep respect and affection for Godkin. In
those days it seemed to Soho that Godkin acted as a role model for journalism and self-realization.

Second, Charles E. Norton (1827-1908) was a scholar of European art in the Middle Ages and the
Renaissance. Furthermore, having a lot of experience in journalism, he played an active part in
helping Godkin to start the Nation. In 1897, when Norton was a professor of art history at Harvard,
Soho visited his house in Cambridge, Massachusetts. They were impressed with each other; Soho
appreciated the respectable Puritanism behind Norton, while, Norton found Soho a man of refined taste.
From that time, both men exchanged several letters, the most important of which are stored at the
Tokutomi Soh6 Memorial Museum in Ninomiya, Kanagawa Prefecture. The letters from Norton say

that he was very disappointed with the Spanish-American War of 1898. He thought that the war



. betrayed American ideals and expedited its expansionism. Using the same argument, Solio blamed
‘ American diplomacy in his later years. He respected Norton as an embodiment of a forgotten
puritanical and idealistic America. o S

Third, George Kennan (1845-1924) was a journalist and Russian specialist. Investigating the
Siberian exile system from the 1880’s to the 90’s, Kennan saw first-hand the wretched conditions of
political exiles. After that, supporting the Russian revolutionary movement, he engaged in a war of
words against the Tsarist Government. In 1904, when the Russo-Japanese War broke out, he served
as a war correspondent for the Outlook magazine inJ apan. His articles clieer.ed' Japan as a defender of
modern civilization, and in contrast, denounced Russia as a barbaric invader. Kennan’s papers, which
are in the Manuscript Division, Library of Congress show that Soho met Kennan in Japan and :
promised to take him to see Matsukata Masayoshi who was one of Japan’s most influential elder
statesmen. In addition, Sohé’s subordinate provided information for Kennan’s wrltmg. 'On the other
hand, Soho corrected an error in Kennan’s article about the Hibiya Incendiary Affair in 1905. Frorn
the vieWpoint of Sohd, Kennan seemed to be a favorable pro;Japanese American and valuable in the
struggle agamst Tsarist Russia. _ o ‘

In conclusion, these three Americans were close to Soho’s heart. They were the mirrors reﬂectmg
his favorable image of America. After the Russo-Japanese War, Soho came to dislike America in
response to the development of the Anti-Japanese Movement in California. Nevertheless, his
heartwarming memories of his American acquaintances"never vanished. He expressed his affection
for the U.S. even just before the Pacific War, though it was only slight. ~ We can see that his love of

America was derived from his experiences with these Americans.
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Tokyo, Japan, July 4" 1893
E.L. Godkm Esq.
I deem it a great honor to let you know that for years every number of “The Nation” has been read
with sympathy and admiration by the editor of * ‘Kokumin no Tomo’ ( The Nation’s Friend”) in which
capacity I take the liberty to introduce myself to you.
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“Kokumin no Tomo” is a political, social and literary review published at Tokyo. As such it holds
a unique position among the most influential journals in the Empire. Politically it belongs to no party,
only it stands invariably on the side of progress. On social, moral and religious problems it holds, as
broad views as possible, the principle of humanity always, finding in it a sincere friend and an able
advocate. On the whole it exists as the pioneer of reform in order to propagate healthy thought on all
subjects which concern human society, and in many respects, if I may say so, “Kokumin no Tomo” is
doing for Japan what “The Nation” is doing for America. I can not help wishing, therefore, that
“Kokumin no Tomo” will not remain a stranger to “The Nation,” and in order to secure your
acquaintance I ask you to accept its latest volume together with the late numbers of the morning paper
and the home journal connected with it.

The morning paper ( “Kokumin Shinbun”) is counted among the first of Japanese papers in dignity,
circulation and influence.  As its special correspondent an artist is now staying at Chicago. You may
find that almost every one of its late numbers is illustrated by him. “Kokumin Shinbun” took the
greatest trouble to report about Mr. Fukushima’s widely spoken travel through Siberia. You may see
his porfrait and that of his wife appended to the paper on the occasion of his triumphal return.

You will confer a a[sic] great favor in taking notice of “Kokumin no Tomo” and the other two
publications connected with it, and in reviewing them on your paper, if you please.

- Hoping for your kind acceptance of my humble request I remain(.]
Yours respectfullyl[,]

I. Tokutomi.
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Shady Hill, Cambndge Mass.

20 January 1899

Dear Sir: —yesterday mommg | took from the pile of unanswered letters on my table the kind letter
which you sent to me eighteen months ago, saymg to myself,—Before the day ends I will write a word
to Mr.Tokutomi of kind remembrance and good wishes. But the day was crowded with various affairs
so that I could not accomplish my design, and just as the night was closing in the evening mail brought
to me the pleasant card bearing kind Christmas greetings from Mr.Fukai and yourself! It was a happy

coincidence. 1 thank you both for your friendly remembrance. 1 often recall with pleasure our too
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brief personal acquaintance, and wish that I might again, before long, have the honor of receiving a visit
from you in my study.

Were you to come again to America you would find it greatly changed from the America of two
years ago. The war with Spain was the beginning of a portentous revolution in the United States.
The nation has rejected its old ideals, has flung away its enormous advantage and blessing of
independence of foreign complication, of peaceful security within its own borders, and of freedom from
the burdens of militarism which weigh so heavily upon the old world. It had difficult and threatening
problems of its own to solve, it has taken a course which brings it to face other problems were more
difficult, and which it is in no condition to attempt with a prospect of satisfactory solution.

It is a bitter disappointment to us who loved the old America, and who, in spite of many reasons for
discouragement, still hoped that the evils in her political social order might, in the long run, be mastered
by the good.

I hope that you have cause for more content with the outlook in Japan. I hope that the year has
begun happily for you personally. I beg you to give my very kind regards to Mr.Fukai, and to believe
mel.]

Sincerely Yours[,]
C.E. Norton.
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Shady Hill, 7 October, 1901
Here is a letter from Japan which will interest you, and I send with it the little book to which it refers,
and which touches one’s sense of humour by the poignancy of the contrasts which it evokes.
Mr.Tokutomi was in America four or five years ago, and spent an hour with me, and since then he has
from time to time sent to me some pleasant token of remembrance. He seemed to me one of the
Japanese marvels, with a keen, ready, assimilating intelligence, an exquisitely refined taste, and an
inscrutable soul, as distinct from us spiritually as physically. 1 used to tell my classes that civilization
was a purely relative term, meaning the sum of the acquisitions of a race at any given time, and not as
white people are apt to assume a possession exclusively theirs. If the Chinese and Japanese
civilization were in one scale, and the British and American in another, it is likely that they would more
nearly balance each other than the missionaries and the Christians generally have supposed. 1 have no
such liking for our civilization that I want to see it prevail in Asia, and I cannot but hope that the
Chinese have drawn back only pour mieux sauter.

[Hereafter omitted.]
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‘Shady Hill, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
20 October, 1901.

Dear Mr. Tokutomi:— v

Your letter to me and the copy of the Japanese translation Emerson’s “Letters to a Friend”, which
you were good enough to send to me, have given me great pleaSure. I sent the little volume at once to
the “Friend” to whom the letters were originally addressed, .and I have a letter from him this morning in
which he says:— “I found the Japanese translation of the little book of Emerson’s letters a matter of
extraordinary interest. How inconceivabie when those letters were written that there should have
developed such a Japan as we now know, and again that a learned Japanese should have had them
translated for the delight of the few of his countrymen who could appreciate such a delicate product!” -
He adds: What you say of the two civilizations [our own and that of Japan] [sic] is as true as possible,
but what is always the most interesting point is, which civilization has the force to put itself to the front
in the coming time.” , ,

This “Friend” is now an old man, who has just passed his 84th birthday. He is still in full
possession of his faculties, which have always been remarkéble. His name is Samuel Gray Ward.

He was born in Boston, and has spent most of his life there, but for some years past, since retiring from
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active affairs, he has lived in Washington. He is a man of great culture, of strong intellectual powers
and tastes, but he was for many years the agent of the house of Baring Brothers & Co., at the time when
fhis house stood unrivalled at the head of the banking world. He has never written any considerable
work for publication, but his letters are still of the highest interest from the depth of his reflections, and
the breadth of his view. There are few wiser old men than he.

The revolution which has taken place in the public affairs of America during the last three years is of
no good augury for the peace of the world, or for the future development of this country. The reversal
of our national ideals, and the rejection of some of the fundamental principles of our national life up to
this time, have been a bitter disappointment & sorrow to me, and I have exposed myself to much
popular obloquy by striving against them to the best of my power. I can only hope that my forecasts
of the future may be mistaken.

I have before me, as I write, the the[sic], photograph of your charming little girl which you were so
kind as to send to me some time ago. I hope that she is well & happy. May I ask of you the favor to
send to me a photograph of yourself, and also to send to me four or five copies of the translation of the
“Letters”? I want to place one in our University Library, & one in the Boston Public Library, & one
in the Concord Library. Believe me, with very kind regards, Sincerely Yours[,]

Charles Eliot Norton.
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Tokyo Friday. Aug.5. 04

Called yesterday on Mr. Shiga, Capt Takarabe and Mr Nabeshima, Today, rec’d call from Mr
Tokutomi, editor of T Kokumin Shimbun who brot a Itr of introduction to me from Mr Miller of our
Legation. Mr T. knew W. J. Stillman whom he met in Rome.—Had heard Lyman Abbott preach in
Plymouth Church. Has long tkn Outlook.—Has high pitches, rather squeaky voice and closig his eyes
when talking. Séys if Jap-Russ war shld hv to result of emancipatg of Russns it wd be a by-product.—
He is 99 to tk me to see Count Matsukata, Prest of Jap Red Cross and for mny yrs Jap minister of
finance.—

Capt Takarabe said he feared Gen. Kuropatkin wld retire to Kharbin wont a decisive battle.

Mr Nabeshima sd t Jap govt was behind t Nagemon [Nagemoir?] land reclamation scheme in
Korea.—

See Large book

I 19048 HSH&EH
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November 16, 1905
My dear Mr. Kennan,

Refemng ‘to your article entltled “The Sword of Peace in Japan -in the Outlook of October -14, 1
would like to call your attention to a slight error in the passage in which the attack on the “Kokumin
Shlmbun is mentioned. | _ |

When we were attacked by the excned mobs, not a single member of our editorial staff left the office.
All “made a vigorous defense”, but, instead of having been “finally overpowered and driven out”, we
succeeded in driving away the rioters. Though the riotérs rushed into the printing office and damaged _
one of the machines to some extent, the fact that we were able that very night to publish our paper as
usual shows better than anything else how slight the damage was. I may add that some of us, who for
~ some reasons had not come to the office in the morning, hastened there on hearing the news of ‘the riot.
~ For a week following the disturbances, all the members of the editorial staff and business department
stayed in the building and kept watch ready for action in case of emergency. Never in my life have I
witnesséd courage and devotién more beautifully manifested than on the occasion I am writing of.

You will confer on me a great favor, if this fact can be made known to the public through you.

' Very truly yours,

I Tokutqmi.

1905@11)51168
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