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Qualitative Effects of Cross-Cultural Education
on Japanese College ESL Students
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Abstract

The purpose of the survey is to investigate the qualitative effects of cross-cultural edu-
cation in ESL classes in Japan. The researcher has been conducting his ESL classes at
several Japanese four-year colleges for different major students from 2006 that aims at
second language acquisition, second culture acquisition and cross-cultural adaptation.
Though he has already examined various effects of his classroom activities in his previ-
ous researches, they were mainly based on the data in which his students gave their feed-
backs figuratively. Therefore he identified the results and guessed the effectiveness only
in number. In this research, he describes the contents of the classes along with the pur-
poses in details. He also demonstrates the qualitative aspects of the classes by means of
students” real voices in his researches in the year 2012 and 2013.

As Japan needs global human resources to connect the country and other countries, she
needs not only bilingual but also bicultural English speakers. The social demands for
English as a communication tool has become evident, but English teaching society has
not properly provided them with effective teaching methods yet. It still seems to stay with
traditional grammar-based teaching that cannot fulfill the demands. Even in English con-
versation classes, the instructors seem not to be able to present rich contents nor satisfy
their students’ academic interests. Furthermore, there has been few reports on cross-cul-
tural training in ESL.

The researcher aims to indicate the effectiveness of the class and the direction for the
future researches. He wishes it helps ESL teaching community to modify its direction to
meet the social needs in the future.
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WA WT, HARRRZOV b %2 lZERS &
IITHREENTWS (HE, HH, 2005),
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5.10. T¥& (Stance)
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