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Abstract

This paper examined Maarten A. Hajer’s methodology for public policy analysis with
focus on his case study of the ground zero rebuilding process after 9/11. Answering the
question of how can “authoritative governance” be possible in today’s politics, Hajer
borrows the conditions of “felicitous performatives” from Austin’s speech act theory to
understand multi-signification in network governance and analyzes not only the dimen-
sions of discourse and dramaturgy but also normative deliberative dimension. The case
study shows that staged deliberation appeared at a major public meeting in July 2001 but
later disappeared, and that LMDC’s commitment to realize a democratic and open plan-
ning process was an “infelicitous performative.” On the basis of this case study, Hajer
concludes that the “stagedness” creates the power of deliberative moments and ignoring
it contributes to a loss of authority.
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