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Analysis of editorials of regional newspapers
in publishing areas of which locate nuclear power plants :
——How have these papers reported[] post 3.11[] —

KITAHARA, Tokihiko

Abstract
Japan has 50 nuclear power plants workable in 13 prefectures, where 17 regional
newspapers publish. The purpose of this essay is learning how the unique experience of
local residents living in proximity to nuclear power plants is reflected in the viewpoints
of these regional newspapers. By analyzing editorials which refer to Fukushima nuclear
accident and their local nuclear power plants, published after 3.11 for more than one
year, those points as follows come to appear. (1)The number of newspaper that advocates
reducing reliance on nuclear power is a few. On the other hand, opinions that promote
nuclear power, are hard to be found out in those newspapers. (2)All of those newspapers
put maximum stress on the necessity to keep safety of their local nuclear power plants,
and are very critical to the governmental measures taken after 3.11 to ensure safety. (3)
Those papers express strong anxiety to the existence of nuclear power plants, and at the
same time are skeptical of the possibility for residents to earn a livelihood without plants,
they depend on economically.
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