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The Pitfalls of Mixed Methods Research in Com-
parative Political Analysis :With particular reference to
the Conceptualization Problem

OOKI, Keisuke

Abstract
The plea to mix quantitative and qualitative methods is increasingly popular in comparative polit-
ical science. Because both quantitative and qualitative analyses suffer from certain specific short-
comings but mixing methods is supposed to lead to combining the advantages of both methods and
correcting their respective weaknesses.Yet the methodological problems linked with this research
strategy have not yet received much attention. Therefore this paper considers the pitfalls of mixed
methods research with particular reference to the conceptualization problem, drawing upon compari-
son of quantitative and qualitative conceptualizations and the enevitable stretching of concepts as

they are translated between quantitative and qualitative usages.
ooooo
P& 4K BF(conceptual stretching)
'E8Y75350 qualitative method (1] 28975350 quantitative method [T
IBYZZ24|4 (internal validity)O 489222454 (external validity)
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