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How have the Japanese news papers reported “atomic
energy”’?;

Comparative studies of editorials of The Asahi Shimbun and The Yomiuri Shim-
bun (the 15¢& 2"-period)

KITAHARA, Tokihiko

Abstract

The studies are focused on the editorial of The Asahi Shimbun and The Yomiuri
Shimbun, concerning “peaceful uses” of atomic energy, e.g. nuclear power generation. In
the 1st. period, 1945-53, when academic studies were prohibited by the occupation
forces, both 2 newspapers paid poor attention to this theme, and only expressed abstract
expectation and dream of “peaceful uses”. In the 2nd.period, 1954-65, when Japanese
government paved the way to exploitation of atomic energy with human and financial re-
sources, The Yomiuri operated series of campaign on “peaceful uses of atomic energy”,
especially in the term of 1954-57, stressing importance as an infinite energy resource,
and advocated hasty introduction of nuclear power plant in Japan,. In this period, The
Asahi criticized governmental initiative for its rough-and-ready method without consult-
ing academic sector and basic studies. Though, The Asahi was also on the side of sup-
porting firmly “peaceful uses”.
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