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Research note
A short history of the subjective assessment method of picture quality (1)
MITSUHASHI Tetsuo

Abstract

Subjective assessment is the most useful mean for the evaluation of human psychological effects
caused by pictures. ITU-R has studied the subjective assessment method for many years and published
"Recommendation ITU-R BT.500 Methodology for the subjective assessment of the quality of tele-
vision pictures”. This note describes the comparative results between past and present of Recommen-
dation 500, carried to find a better assessment method for electoronic picture system with higher psy-
chological effects such as CG, HDTV and future systems. It has been found that pages of the latest
11th version are over ten times as many as the original version's, and the most of increase are offered
to the description of new terms such as characteristics of digital pictures, details of various new as-
sessment methods such as DSCQS, DSIS, data processing method, presentation of results which are

not exist in the original version.

Key Word: Subjective assessment, picture quality, Recommendation BT-500, digital picture,
DSCQS, dataprocessing
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