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TheAspectsin the Reception of “ Classical Music” Culture:
A Survey Concerning the History of Concerts by Visiting Performers

MINAGAWA Hiroshi

Abstract

In the slightly more than 200 years from 1790 until the present day, research documents covering
the history of performances of foreign musicians who have visited Japan are virtually non-existent. In
particular, as shown in the reference materia at the end of this document, records of the Pre-Meiji Era
(before 1868), the Meiji Era (1868-1912), and the Taisho Era (1912-1926) barely remain, and further-
more are currently out of print and unobtainable.

In light of the above, in this document, newspaper articles, printed publications, contemporary per-
formance programs, etc. relating to the performances of visiting foreign musicians have been exten-
sively read, organized, analyzed, and consolidated, and have in addition been classified into six cate-
gories: (1) Pre-Meiji Era; (2) Meiji Era; (3) Taisho Era; (4) Showa Eral (pre-World War O ); (5)
ShowaErad (post-war); and (6) Heisei Erathrough the present.

In addition, from among the points which come into focus as a result of taking a broad overview of
the main currents therein, and in particular drawing from the performances in Japan of 14 eminent or-
chestras, an examination of admission prices is provided from the perspective of arts management, in
correlation with "Transitions in Year-on-Year Differences in University Graduate Starting Salaries”
from a survey by the Ministry of Health, Labor, and Welfare, and with "General Consumer Price In-
dex" and "General Consumer Price Index Excluding Rent of Homeowners (for entire country)" from
surveys by the Ministry of General Affairs.

Key Word[J Visiting Performer, Concert, Orchestra
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