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Bjork Gudmundsdéttir & Jone Cage:
A Review of “Vesperting” & “4' 33"
KANEKO Shin-ichi

Abstract

By concentrating on two aspects of Bjork Gudmundsdattir's album Vespertine, | would like to put
forward her concept towards the production of music. The first aspect is her gradual approach to-
wards the discovery of very tiny non-instrumental sounds, such as, ice breaking or treading on snow
included in her album. The second aspect is on how the production of her music required the help of
programmers. In this paper, | also touch upon John Cage's concept towards non-instrumantal sounds
in comparison to Bjork's.

Currently, healing music is very common. While non-instrumantal sounds cannot be overlooked in
the production of this music, from now on it will have to adapt to the increasing usage of laptop com-
puters and the growing presence of popular and contemporary music.

Key Word: discovery, non-instrumental sounds, laptop, popular, contemporary music
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Note: Thetitle of thiswork isthe total length in minutes and seconds of its performance.
At Woodstock, N.Y., August 29. 1952, the title was 4' 33" and the three parts were 33" , 2' 40",
and 1' 20" . It was performed by David Tudor, pianist, who indicated the beginnings of parts by
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closinig, the endings by opening, the keyboard lid.

After the Woodstock performance, a copy in proportional notation was made 30", 2'23", and 1"40"
,. However, the work may be performed by any instrumentalist(s) and the movements may last any
lengths of time.
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DVD: Bjork Royal Opera House (UIBP-1010)
debut Bjork / UICY 3242

BJOK POST / UICY 3240
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0 The Oxford Dictionary of Music (Oxford University Press)
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