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The Scope of Music Informatics and Its Foundation

KOHSAKI Hisao
Abstract

This paper discusses the scope of Music Informatics, a new discipline coming from the name of Arts
Informatica College of Shobi University. As the term Music Informatics is not listed nor defined in a
current authorized music dictionary, therefore, I would like to review the category of “computers and
music” in the current dictionary, comparing it with its old version published 20 years ago. In these 20
years, the discipline appears to have matured as an application-oriented one. But even now, the whole
sphere of “computers and music” can be categorized differently, viewing from a technological or an
applicable viewpoint. More important is that nowadays almost any topic of music may be a potential
object involving the use of a computer. Music Informatics should not focus its attention on computer-
leading aspects of MI, but instead focus on the study of algorithmic composition, music theory and
analysis. By defining Music Informatics, its categories and foundational problems will be made

clearer.
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