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Abstract

In Japan, where baseball is popular among sports teams (clubs) that elementary school children belong
to, youth baseball teams have been active all over the country for a long time. However, the number of
competitors from elementary school to high school age has been on the decline in recent years. In addition
to Japan's declining birthrate, factors such as the diversification of sports have also been pointed out as
factors behind this, and in youth baseball in particular, “parental burden” , “financial circumstances” ,
and “a coaching style such as yelling” are avoided. It is pointed out that there are three major elements.

Despite these circumstances, there are a certain number of parents who support their children's partici-
pation in youth baseball teams. On the other hand, some parents who support their children are posting on
social media pointing out problems and areas for improvement regarding youth baseball activities.

For parents who have accepted their children to play youth baseball, what aspects of the youth baseball
team's activities trigger them to post on social networking services (SNS) ? This study conducted data
analysis through online interviews with parents whose children are active on youth baseball teams and
who themselves post about baseball on SNS. The purpose of this study is to clarify the mechanisms that
inhibit the expectations and reduce motivation of "enthusiastic parents who are actively involved in sup-
porting baseball activities."

Parents play a variety of “peripheral” and “direct” roles in their children's youth baseball activities, such
as watching over practices, supporting coaches, transporting students to and from practice locations, and
playing a role in team management. In response, they provide labor and financial burden. However, unlike
parents who shy away from youth baseball, there are not many complaints about this burden. Rather, they
take it as a matter of course as compensation for providing an environment where children can become
passionate about baseball.

On the other hand, dissatisfaction with instructors who feel that their technical guidance is inexperi-
enced or who act in an intimidating manner, or with parents who do not share their enthusiasm or purpose
in their activities, can hinder their motivation or cause them to lose motivation. This is a major factor in
the decline. In other words, parents who are passionate about supporting their children's activities have ex-
pectations for their children's growth through youth activities, and although they are willing to put in the
effort to do so, they often experience conflicts that arise between them and the instructors and other par-
ents. These ““human relationships" are a factor in hindering the expectations they had when joining, and in
decreasing their motivation for the activities themselves.

It has become clear that measures such as discussions within the team and changing the environment
through transfers are being taken to resolve the issue, but this is not an easy task, especially as there are
restrictions on transfers.

For this reason, in youth baseball teams, unlike high school baseball, where there is a clear division into
strong middle school clubs and strong schools with a strong desire to play, there is a mix of parents with a
variety of goals, and there are teams far away from the residential area. Due to the high hurdles for trans-
ferring to a foreign company, there are limited options for resolving “human relationship problems”.

F—7—F
DEBFEK (youth baseball) /Pri#EH  (parents)
FEEDRAR—Y (sports for kids)
V=v) s 2y ND—F 2T - H—EX (SNS)
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