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Hearing Beethoven's Footsteps Behind:
Formal Models For The Fourth Symphony Of Brahms
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Brahms' symphonies are often discussed in comparison with Beethoven.
However, his fourth symphony is sometimes said to be most original. For the first
time in Brahms' symphonies, the first movement is written in repeatless sonata
form and shows his new creative aspect. But, there are some precedents of the
same form in the works of Beethoven. That is the first movement of Appassonato
Sonata, which realized the idea to identify the exposition with the development
section in the layout and length of material. Besides, in the first movement of F
major Rasmofsky Quartet, Beethoven wrote the beginning of the development in
same score with the beginning of the movement. Thus, repeat of the exposition
effects without any repetition. Brahms obviously borrowed this idea for his fourth
symphony, and, in addition, developed further. Because, in order to avoid the
increase of repetition which is caused from that idea, Brahms gave variation to
the first theme in the beginning of the recaptulation. He understood the real
meanings of the idea of those great predecessors, and did not only follow it, but
also added his own originality. It may show one of the secret in the creation of

Brahms.
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