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Thinking of 21st Century Music

On the Coexistence of Musical Differences

T H-
KANEKO Shin-ichi

In this article an attempt is made to examine the features and essence of the

following three types of music : Tonal music, Blues music, and Shamisen music.

Basically, Eastern music and Western music are very different from each other.
Western tonal music primarily has a harmonic pitch and the fundamental chords
are always fixed, and evenly tempered. For example, the tonic chord I (A-Major
key) is always determined by Concert pitch A 440 : the number of vibrations in
the sound. On the other hand, the tone at the center of Eastern Shamisen music

is free-floating, with freer uses of pitches.

The first issue I focus on in this paper is the tonal music, especially of the late
stage. I will discuss the fundamental chord and harmonic pitch of Wagner’s
Tristan und Isolde and Schoenberg's Verklaerte Nacht. 1 will also examine the
Mode music of Olivier Messiuen and his floating pitches, as well as the Bluesy
tonal music of George Gershwin, specifically Rhapsody in Blue and An American

in Paris and their harmonic pitches.
The second issue focused on is Blues Music: blue tonality (Bluesy harmonic pitch)
exemplified in Dizzy Gillespie’'s Blue ‘N’ Boogie or the chord changes in Charlie

Parker’s works.

Finally, I will discuss the uniqueness of Shamisen music and its tonal center such

as Hon-Choshi, Ni-Agart and San-Sagari.

My discussion and examination are meant to search for ideas aimed at creating new
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fresh music for the 21st century. I believe that an equal treatment of Western and
Eastern music, and their distinctive notions of tone techniques, will play a key role in

the creation of a new type of music.
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Bluesy’ Tonic.

In jazz music, dominant chords do not always convey dominant function.
Tunes are made to sound “bluesy”when dominant chords are used as tonics.
So, in a bluesy composition, C7 might be the“ I "chord in the Key of C. The
function of the dominant chord is determined by its place in the progression.
If the dominant chord is followed by another chord a perfect fifth down (or a
perfect fourth up; i.e: G7-CMaj.7) at a point of resolution, then the chord is
functioning as a dominant. But, if the dominant chord seems to be
establishing its own tonality, then it is being used as a bluesy tonic. Example

5.4 depicts both functions of dominant harmony.
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WO[F v ] GEFI-19) L DI, BT DR FLTELY,

H R DB — 18- (a), (b) 2 fHERIZT FIAALTBE 2V,
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L. AETRIETIIZAET 2EEHLTHH. DETRIETIEIDE 2 T HETS
W DIDDFRD, END D, HBIFNATR DR H 2D 0L lv—, A3,
ToEDEFTHL W, EB DR IZrepeat indefinitely EHELTH 5,
Indefinitely &3, [ABIZJTE@RE ] HAVIITERIZ ) WY EROEIFTH
A% FEW AN, @RE, BHIRIC, —EABL— 2 BL—HED, tERDTE R
LETHND DTS, LWIEKRTIE R D5 — RICIEEET DD, % T
HTDPERR, ELED. 23T -0y SO EN T BEFRICL TR,
O PRI OB SO [FE 2B 5,

PEED T2y 7 DIEHETIEE LB LE RT LB EOE LT
FURFAZTHDITTidhn ([R5 -5 R OHEMHEIP-127),

INBRE—RAEFL Y RO—LEH L),

~7)—=94)=D[in CliZ. HEHEHRT, ML EoCTLI o5, L2 Y)

61



DR S>THBRLVTENTE, LB AETNE FLIT7Y TV REVRIN
RADOERETRCOEDVFEICRIOVE, =t 2b-oTiRERLTWS, DEIES
DEREEEIHSEXILDTH VL, ROTLESTHV W, D EDDFHED
RIMCHEEEZRLTCWoT, £0EIHBLELHIRVVEDLSLIEANED
AeFERLTUKE, ZOFDOEHFHIT-LTIEL 2T AL LA ST
LEF->THHEXFOLLTIIRLLIELLDDNTYWL, ~P-42~43,

FREOFIHXIETY)— 94V —D3I=< - 32—V v Em([in CHIDWTD
—XTHhb,

A THN, Lt B - 190 FBICHFR T A0 % R4

~3IZT 32—V v ZITVERDRBEIIA D, oL EHEIZE AL, £IIZE
AN T T IANE 072N [HEVB R ER DI ZV Db LT,
BRALHDEERBATERDO [ RENGETEENIT LRV, FRPLI—F
EVozb Db IZEA LB RV, TERIOMYRE X2, FREER TH 0,

Ty TRl Y =A =A% BB T5ETH R BARNL, AE T
EHRLLETNEOLBILIITETD, AL ESTYRHIZE ROV EW
ATEE, BIZEI D WREOEIFTHHLH, FREVILIRIDD, I=7
V32—V 2BV ARV WERDARBITIINY, FELSHIIFAEL 2V,
~P-275~276,

FEREOBHREFHTHIE, [0V 32—V 97 I3[ ARKEB]OADFE], L\»HZ
Ll kv, RISV [AEIZTT NWCEEBRZ L. [I=9V-32a—TUv7id
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