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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine how the diffusion of the TOEIC Test causes in-
fluences on English language teaching in contemporary Japan.

As books appear to reflect the trends in English language learning and teaching, the
publication trend of TOEIC preparation books in Japan were analyzed on the time period
from 1987 through 2014.

The main points of the result are as follows.

1) During the above period, the first TOEIC book appeared in 1989 and TOEIC

books have been constantly published after the 1990s.

2) Based on the number of publication on TOEIC, four periods were identified:

+ 1 st period from 1987 to 1988 (early period)
* 2nd period from 1989 to 1996 (formative period)
* 3rd period from 1997 to 2005 (growth period)
+ 4th period from 2006 to 2014 (stable period)
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