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Baishi Tanomura and Asataro Okada

—advocate and practitioner —

NAKASHIMA, Michiko

Abstract

The study of the author, Michiko Nakashima, is Chinese legal history. During her
study, she has discovered a person named Baishi Tanomura, who studied Chinese legal
history in the Meiji era, and his book ‘Sekai-Saiko-no-Keihou’ or the oldest criminal law
in the world. She is currently doing research on his career.

On her current examination, as part of the research, she picks up a person named Asa-
taro Okada, who had close relationships with Tanomura in terms of all of the three as-
pects of Tanomura, namely, literary person of Kokkei-Bungaku, university staff, and re-
searcher of Chinese legal history. She compares Tanomura with Okada and tries to shed
new light on the figure of Tanomura.

On this paper, she focuses on the Yomiuri newspaper, to which Tanomura once be-
longed, and the bulletin of Meiji University, and then brings out materials on their rela-
tionship. Going through the three elements they had in common, namely, Meiji-Horitsu-
Gakkou (Meiji University), study of Chinese legal history, and Kokkei-Bungaku, she de-
velops the image of Okada as practitioner, who was a silent worker on his study, and that
of Tanomura as advocate, who spoke up and put forward his own belief. And she con-
cludes that Okada was the ‘ideal’ jurist for Tanomura.
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