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A Trial of English Extensive Reading in Class
and the Change of Writing Proficiency

— A case of Japanese University Students ——

KIMURA, Keiko

Abstract

Based upon the Input Hypothesis of Krashen (1982), an extensive reading (ER) pro-
gram was conducted for one semester in Japanese university classes. It was done in an at-
tempt to give a large amount of comprehensible input to the learners with comparatively
low English proficiencies. The students met once a week and read Graded Readers for
20-30 minutes each time for 12 weeks. The books they read were of their own choice.
Before and after the period, they were asked to write English essays. As a result, it was
found that their fluency in written English increased 1.7 times after the term, and that
those who read more words in the period showed a better accuracy level when judged
from the rate of Global-error-free T-units (GEFTs) in their essays. Even though the term
of the trial was short (12 weeks), a trend was observed that ER was effective for the stu-
dents whose English levels were not high.
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. *x p < 0.01, TTR1=type$/token¥®, TTR2=typek/token¥ D 245D 4 (Carroll, 1967, as cited in
Wolfe-Quintero, Inagaki, & Kim, 1998).
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x4 L T2REO5IE B Rk kRET & FiE (N=32)
ff
s n SEX fiE SD S fE s | F(, 32)
- + 16 36.88 13.91 68.25 16.9

TRERE 1.65
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E 16 3.06 2.23 3.41 1.70
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TTR2 0.61
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#E. px <.05, TTR1= Type/Token, TTR2 = Typekt/Token® 2% D F- IR
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(p>.05)
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(»>.05)
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