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How Janasek’s works were influenced by Moravian folk music
INOUE Michiko

Abstract

Leos Jan&ek was an innovative Czech composer. Born in 1854 in Moravia, a place that gave him a
lot of inspiration for his music, Jan&ek was so revolutionary that only afew people could understand
it at the time. When we are talking about his music, it is important to consider his operas, which were
composed in avery dramatic and exiting style, similar to his pieces of orchestra and instrumental mu-
sic. In approaching any of Janatek’s works we have to understand, that the music notes are only the
basis. His intentions, which are explained in his tempo and dynamic marks, should be considered and
played with sensitivity. We can find in his music many dramas and stories. To understand his music
better, there are a few possible approaches. One of them is to study his opera, as | have said. The sec-
ond is to research folk music from Moravia, which influenced him very much. Therefore I'd like to
explain how the influence of Moravian folk music appeared in his piano music, especialy in his“ On
an Overgrown Path.”

Key word: Janasek, Moraviafolk music, On an Overgrown Path
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