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Consider the mechanism of excellent pieces in connection to the elucidation of musical

phenomenon (1)
OMURA Tetsuya

Abstract

Musical phenomenon has been studied since the ancient times of Greece. Nowadays, music
psychology and acoustic psychology are tackling the great issue. Their efforts aim to elucidate the
mechanism of excellent pieces and performances of music. Especially, starting by L .B. Meyer’ s
monumental essay, music psychologists in the United States have attained notable result. However,
those results have not yet found their ways to final elucidation of that great issue.

My essays already published exclusively treat rhythm and harmony read in scores. But, regrettably,
they only have rough contents with regard to the most significant point in musical phenomenon,
namely, listener’ s continuity of consciousness. I define music as “condensed experience of evolution”
on the philosophy of Henri Bergson. “Present” makes sense in interrelation with memory (that is,
“past” ), and ringing sounds (that is, “present”) also acquires musicality in relation to the sounds heard
in the “past.”

My definition is derived from analyses in excellent pieces of classical music, the pieces by J.S. Bach in
particular. This essay is a part of an attempt to consider the mechanism of excellent pieces in
connection to the elucidation of musical phenomenon. The whole attempt consists of two parts:
considerations and analyses. This essay extracts passages from the former part without analyses of the

pieces.

Key word * a musical phenomenon. construction. communication.consistency of style.
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