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[Summary]

TV news programs were first broadcast in Japan in 1953. At the time, the pro-
grams lasted under 10 minutes and were broadcast every day. Announcers read
radio scripts while referring to flip boards with text and pictures while maps were
shown using cameras.

Eventually, the format of the programs changed where announcers would read
news in front of the camera/audience, and announcers were gradually expected to
not simply read the script but to read it in a manner where it seemed like they
were talking. Around 1995, background music was played during weather forecasts

and the format changed further to today's format where the title logo and time
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appears on screen.

As the world continues to evolve rapidly, the talking speed of announcers has in-
creased over the years. The aspect of "sound" in news programs has also changed
matters to the point where now many broadcasts have announcers talking fast
while background music, title sound effects, onsite noise and other sound is played.
The following looks at how "sound" is used in news programs and what news pro-

grams are easy to listen to.
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News program, announcer, BGM, title sound effects, onsite noise.
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