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An Analysis of African Music:
Polyrhythm and Tonal System as Roots of Jazz
TSUBOGUCHI Masayasu

Abstract
Chapterl is the analysis of the uniqueness of polyrhythm in African Native music based on the au-
dio and visual resorces such as CDs and VTRs. Chapter?2 is the analysis of the tendency and differ-
ence in the tonal system in African music, with the comparison to "equal temperament". Based on
these analysis and resorces, the generally accepted opinion that African music is the origin of jazz and

blues, would be proved in the latter part of regime.

Key Word: Polyrhythm, Tonal System, Equal Temperament, Dorian Mode, Blues
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Track15 O Midnight Mass Extract [0 O 2]
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Track17 O Dance in Honour of the Lamido-(a),(b) [0 O 3a,b]
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Track5 O Voice and Sanza [0 O 5]

Part----------Voice 0 Kalimba O Claps1 O Claps2

GABON : Voice and Sanza
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CAMERQON-3 : Dance in Honour of the lamido(a) <C minor>> Balafon
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GUNEAZ : Fete Dance-b <B Major>> Balafon 1
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oo Part Key | 1 1 \% \Y% VI Vi
CONGO Guitar | F# Major 0 -11 -32 0 -45 26
ZIMBABWE1 | Whistle | A Major 0 19 -28 2 -15 -17 -69
Mbira 0 -37 -31 7 -23 21 -57
ZIMBABWE?2 | Mbiral | E Major 0 5 10 22 1 18 25
Mbira2 0 -18 -17 14

Mbira3 0 -34 -63 6 -23 -36 -43
Mbira4 0 3 32 13 10 26

CAMEROON2 | Balafon | EO Major 0 -17 -40 -40 -5 23
GUINEA2a Flute C Major 0 7 6 -47
GUINEA2b Balafon | B Major 0 -28 -42 21 -27 -24 -43

Average 0.0 -13.1 | -32.8 5.0 -15.9 -9.0 -22.8

70000000000Major0 00O 0 -29 -57 14 -14 -43 -71
oo Part Key | 1l 11} \Y, \% VI Vil
BURKINA-FASO | Balafon | C# minor 0 6 15 10 19
CAMEROONL1 | Balafon | G# minor 0 16 44
CAMEROONS3 | Balafon | C minor 0 37
Average 0.0 5.0 15.0 10.0 33.3
70000000000Doriand 00 0 -29 43 14 -14 -43 29
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